
LB 726

LEGISLATIVE BILL 726

Approved by the covernor April 3, 1994

Introduced by Withem, 14

LB 726

group of t$ro or more consecutive axles
the Nat*caal 6ycten of :Itrtcrstate aad

AN ACT relating to rules of the roadi to amend sectj.ons39-6,183 and 39-5,18G, Reissue Revised Statutesof Nebraska, 7943, and sections 39-6,180,39-6,180.01, 39-6,1A2, 39-6,184, and 39-G,185,Revised Statutes Supplement, 19821 to ctrangeprovisions relating to vehicle irej.ght limite; toharmonize provision6i and to repeal the originalsections.
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That Bection 39-6, 1gO, RevisedStatutes Suppl.ement, 1982, be amended to read as followg:39-5,180. (1) The wheels of all vehicles,including trailers, except those operated at trrenty milesper hour or Iess, ishaII be equipped with pneumatic tires.(2) No vheel of a vehicle or trailer, referred toin subsection ( 1 ) of this section, equipped vrithpneumatic, solid rubber, or cushion tire6 shall carry agross load in excees of niac theHsard pcuids cn iheXaticBal Eyrten cf *ntcrEtatc atrd Ecfetroc l{*ghvaya arC tenthousand pounde on any road or highway act a part cf thcNaticnal 6y6tcr cf tnterstate alC Befelc. HighvaycT norshaLl any axle carry a gross load 1n excess of clghtcclrthcusanC 1ranrCr cn thc Nattcna+ Systcn cf llterstaie aadEefcnre ;liEhyays aBd tlrenty thousand pounds on any road orhiqhway: nct a part cf the Naticnat Eystcn cf Intcrstatcand Ecferire Highvaye= An axle load shalL be defined as thetotal load transmitted to the road by all wheels whosecenters may be included between two parallel transversevertical planes forty inches apart, extending across thefull width of the vehicle.(3) Every vehicle, vrhether operated singly or ina combination of vehicles, and every combination ofvehicl.es must comply with subsections (2) and (4) of th16section, except as provided in section 39-6,190.02. Thelimitations imposed by this section are supplemental toaIl other provislons irnposing limitations upon the size
and weight of vehicles.
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46 68i5G7 ltt*45 t*7*4647 592333 ?tr*45 717+45ItB 70;OOO il;l46 ?+i14549 1e"66? ?ttl46 7lt*155e 7lt*15 ?t;*46 ?l?*45
No E"cup of tvo or n6re eenscrut*vc axlea Bha++earryT eR anl roaC er hiEhHay n6t a }rart 6f the NatioEa*Syste[ of +lrterstate aEC Eefense IIiEhvayaT a ]oad iIr petrndoia exeess cf the va+ue given itr the fe**cv*nE tablcecrtiespotrdirg to €he diBtalrcc it1 feet betHeen the cr{trenreaxles ef the qreupT neagnred leaEitudinally tc thc nearc3tfcst-

Distance in feet Maxinum load in pounds carriedbetween the on any group of two or moreextremes of any consecutive axlesgroup of two
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48,500
49,500
50, o00
51,OO0
51, 500
52,500
53, OOO
54, OOO
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38 67, 500 72,OOO 77 ,OOO 82, O00
39 68,000 72,500 77 ,500 A2,5OO
40 68,500 73,000 78,000 83,soo
41 69,500 73,500 78,500 84,000
42 70,000 74,ooo 79,000 84,500
43 70,500 75,000 80, ooo 85,000
44 71,500 75,500 80,500 85,500
4s 72,OOO 76,000 81,000 86,000
46 72,500 76,s00 81,500 87,000
47 73,5OO 77,5OO 82,O0O 87,5OO
4A 74,OOO 78,000 83, OOO 88,000
49 74,500 78,s00 83,s00 88,sOO
so 75,sOO 79,OOO 84,OOO 89,OOO
51 76,000 80,000 84,500 89,500
52 76,500 80,500 85,000 90,500
53 77,500 81,000 86,000 91,000
54 78,OOO 81,500 86,500 91,500
55 78,500 82,s00 87,OOO 92,OOO
56 79,500 83,OO0 87,s00 92,500
57 80,000 83,500 88,000 93,000
58 84,OOO 89,000 94,000
59 85,000 89,500 94,500
60 85,5OO 9O,OOO 95,0OO

(5) The distance between axles shalI be measured
to the nearest foot. When a fraction is exactly one hal'f
foot the next larger v/hole number shall be used-

(6) The limitations of subsections (2), (4), and
(5) of this section shall aPply as stated to all main,
rural, and intercity roads, but shalI not be construed as
inhibitinq heavier axle Ioads in metropolitan areas except
on the Natlonal Systen of InterEtate and Defense Highways
if such loads are not prohibited by city ordinance.

(7) The weight li.mitations of wheel and axle
Ioads as defined in subsections (2), (4), and (5) of this
section shall be restricted to the extent deemed necessary
by the Department of Roads for a reasonable per!-od where
road subgrades or .pavements are weak or are materially
weakened by climatic conditions.

(8) If any truck shall cross a brj'dge with a
total gross load in excess of the posted capacity of 6aiC
such bridge provided for by section 39-803.017 andT as a
resuft of such crossing: any damage results to the bridge,
the owner of such truck shall be responsible for all of
such damage.(9) Vehicles equipPed with a greater number of
axles than provided in the tabtes in subsection (4) of this
section shall be IegaIT p"oviCed that if they do not exceed
the naximum Ioad upon any wtreel or axle, the maximum load
upon any group of two or more consecutive axles, and the
total gross weight, or any of such treights as provided in
subsections (2) and (4) of this section'

(10) Subsections (1) to (9) of this section
shall not apply to a rubber tlred crane with a fixed load
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$rhen (a) such vehicle will be transported on a statehighway, excluding any portion of the National System ofInterstate and Defense Highways, on a cj.ty street, or on aroad-within the corporate limits of a city, (b) the city inwhich the crane 1s intended to be transported hasauthorized a one-day permit for the transportation of thecraneT specifying the route to be used and the hours duringwhich the crane can be transported, except that no permiishaLl be issued by a city for travel on a state highwaycontaining a bridge or structure which 1s structurally
_i.nadequate to carry the crane as determined by theDepartment of Roads, (c) such vehicle will be escorted byanother vehicle or vehicles assigned by the city, (d) suchvehicler s gross weight does not exceed elgltty-fivethousand pounds, if a four-axle crane, or siity-5s\rsnthousand pounds, 1f a three-axle crane, and 1el if afour-axle crane, the maximum weight on each set of tandemaxles does not exceed forty-two thousand five hundredpounds, or if a three-axle crane, the maximum weiqht on thefront axle does not exceed tvrenty-five thousand pounds andthe total maximum wej-ght on the rear tandem axles does noteiceed forty-two thouiand five hundred pounds.Sec. 2. That section 39-6,18O.01, RevisedStatutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as foLlows:39-6,180.01. Upon finding that no loss to thestate of federal hiqhhray user funds would resulttherefrom, ttte Director-State Engineer may authorize ttrecarrying on the National System of Interstate and DefenseHighways of the $reiqhts set forth in the oescad tabLe ofweights in section 39-6,18O or such part thereof as lrouldresult in no loss to the state of sucfr funds_

Sec. 3, That section 39-6,LA2, Revised StatutesSupplement, 1982, be amended to read as follows:39-6,1A2. It shall be unlawful to operate (l)
upo:1 the public highways of this state any motor truck,truck-tractor, or trailer carryj.ng a load of more ttrantvrenty per cent in excess of the carrying capacity on whichthe registration fee on such vetricle has been paia, and the
maximum tolerance of twenty per cent shall not exceed onethousand pounds, but this subd*vieien section shall notapply to any motor truck, truck-tractor,--i-trailer beingoperated under a special permit issued pursuant to section39-6,181. 7 af,d (?) upcn thc Naticial Slstcn cf Interstatcand Befensc Itighvayc cf this state any notci truekTt"uek-traetc"7 ct: trailer carryirE a +ead "i ncre thal f*vcpc" cent in execss cf the lcaC cn alry HheclT on a!:y axitcT crolt a grcuFr ef axlesT but *n tro event ncre than ttrrec pc!?eetrt *f, cxeecg cf the tctai} ErceB lcaCT ar prcvided by lfeIrrcviBicEr of 6ub6eetieas (B); (rl) and (S) cl 6c;t*cn
39 - 57 189:

Sec. 4. That section 39-6,183, Rej.ssue RevisedStatutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follous:39-6,183. (1) Any person operating any motor
-5- 503
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vehicle, bus, truck, truck-tractor, or trailer, in
violation of any of the provisions of section 39-662,
39-663, 39-666, or 39-6,!23, or any owner of aay such a
vehicle ab6ve deseribed in th+3 seetiotl who shalI permit
operation thereof in violati-on of any of the provisions of
secti.on 39-662, 39-663, 39-666, or 39-6,123, shalI be
deemed guilty of a traffic infractlon and, upon convi.cti.on
thereof for the first or second offense, shall be fined not
Iess than ten dollars and not more than one hundred
dollars. 7 er aay 4gI owner of such a vehicle deseribed in
th+6 eEet*ca who shalI permit oPeration thereof i.n
violation of the provisions of eubdivie*ea (1) 6f section
39-6,1e2 shall be quilty of a traffic infraction and shall,
upon conviction thereof, be fined twenty-five dollars for
each one thousand pounds or fraction thereof in excess of
the weight allowed to be carried under such eubd*v*eie!
6ection with tolerance.

(2) Upon the third conviction of violation of
the provlsions of section 39-662, 39-663, 39-666, or
39-6,723t by the owner or oPerator of such a vehicle as is
referred to in subsection (1) of this section, in addition
to the fine abeve provided by such subsection, (1) cf th+6
ceeticn; ttre Ij.cense of such vehicle shalI be revokedT
either by the trial court or by the Dixector of Motor
Vehicles. In that event, the number plates and
certificates of registration of vehicles shalI be returned
to the county treasurer who issued the same. The tribunal
or Department of Motor Vehicles depriving eaiC the
licensee of his or her lj,cense shall have authority, upon
good cause shown, to order that a license be again issued
to 6aiC the Iicensee.

-Sec 
. 5 . That section 39-6,I84, Revi sed Statute6

Supplement, L982, be amended to read as follows:
39-6,184. Any Person operating any motor

vehicle, freight-carrying vehi-cIe, bus, truck,
truck-tractor. or trailer, Hhere when the weight of the
vehicle and Ioad is in violatj.on of the provislons of
subdi.vision (1)(c) (b) of section 39-6,179 or section
39-6,1802 aad tlae tcleraaee pcrn+tted b1. subdivisiea (1')
er (?) 6f geet+ef, 39-52*.82t and uhen the vehicle and load
does not qualify for the exceptions permitted by section
39-6,185, shalI be quilty of a traffic j-nfraction or
traffic infractionsT and shaII, upon conviction thereof,
be fined (1) twenty-fj.ve dollars for carrying a gross load
of five per cent or Iess over the maxi-mum, (2) one hundred
dollars for carrying a gross Ioad of more than five per
cent but not more than ten per cent over the maximum, (3)
two hundred dollars for carrying a gross load of more than
ten per cent but not more than fifteen per cent over the
maximum, (4) three hundred fifty dollars for carrying a
gross ],oad of more than fifteen per cent but not more than
twenty per cent over the maximum, (5) slx hundred dollars
for carrying a gross load of more than twenty per cent but
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not more than twenty-five per cent over the maximum, (6)
one thousand dollars for carrying a gross load of more thantwenty-flve per cent over the maximum, (7) twenty-fivedolLars for carryj,ng a load on a single axle or a group ofaxles of flve per cent or less over the maximum, (g)seventy-five dollars for carrying a load on a sj.ngle axleor a group of axles of more than fi.ve per cent but not morethan ten per cent over the maximum, (9) one hundred fiftydollars for carrying a Ioad on a single axle or a group ofaxles of more than ten per cent but not more than fifteenper cent over the maximum, (10) two hundred tvrenty-fivedollars for carrying a load on a single axle or a group ofaxles of more than fifteen per cent but not more thantwenty per cent over the maximurn, (11) three hundreddollars for carrying a Load on a single axle or a group ofaxles of more than tlrenty per cent and not more thantwenty-five per cent over the maximum,' and (12) fivehundred dollars for carrying a load on a single axle or agroup of axles of more than twenty-five per cent over the
maximum. No 7 PrcvideCT that rc person shall be guilty ofmultiple offenses when the violations (a) involve the
excess weight of an axle or a group of axles and the excessweight of the gross load of a single vehicle or (b) occur onthe National System of Interstate and Defense Highrrays.

Sec. 6. That section 39-6,185, Revised StatutesSupplement, 1982, be amended to read as follows:39-5,185. When any motor vehicle, motor truck,truck-tractor, or trailer is operated upon the public
highh'ays of this state carrying a 1oad in excess of tle
maximum weight permitted by section 39-6,L79 or 39-6,180-6r the nax*nun tcleraacc pem+ttcd ia subdivieicr (1, c;(?) ef Beetion 39-5t182; the load shall be reduced orshifted to within such maxj-mum tolerance before beingpermitted to operate on any public highway of this state!except 7 PreviCedT that:(1) If if anylruck, truck-tractor, semitrailer,or trailer exceeds the maximum loadT er lcad r.ith teleraaeE
ae prcv+ded *a eectiea 39-57+93, on only one axJ,e, onlv one
tandem axle, or en only one group of axles vhere when (a)the distance bet$reen the first and last axte of such groupof axles is twelve feet or less, and sa*C (b) the excessaxle load is no more than five per cent in excess of the
maximum load for such axlce axle, tandem axle, or group ofaxles permitted by section 39-6,179 or 39-6,180, while thevetricle or combinatlon of vehicles i.s withi.n the maximumgross Ioad, e? nax+nun grese *ead aa peil+tteC by ceeticn
39-57+49 or 39-5718e y+th to+eranee ae previded ir Beet*cn39-571927 and (c) the load on such vehicle is such that itcan be shifted or that the configuration of the vehicle canbe changed so that alt axles, tandem ax1e, or groups ofaxles are rrithin the maximum permissible Iimi.t; cr naiiraunperniss*ble linit with teleraneeT for such axle, tandemaxle, or group of axles, such shift or change of

-7- 50s



LB ]26 LB 726

configuration may be made without Penalty; Prov+deC
further; that any

(2) Anv truck. truck-tractor, semi'trailer, or
trailerT carrying only a Ioad of IivestockT may exceed the
maximum IoadT as permitted by section 39-6,179 or 39-6,180
er laad. rrith teleratree on only one axle, onlv one tandem
axle, or en only one group of axles when the distance
bett^'een the first and Iast axle of ca*C the group of axles
is six feet or tessr if the excess load on eaiC the axle,
tandem axle, or ea ea*d group of axles is caused by a
shifti.ng of the tn'eight of the lj.vestock by said the
IivestockT and if the vehicle or comblnati.on of vehicles is
vJithin the maximum gross J,oad7 as permitted by section
39-6.f79 or 39-6,180; and sr naxi,iunt gress lead. w*th
teleraaeeT aad prev*ded furtherT that any

(3) Anv truck, truck-tractor, semitrailer, or
traj.ler carrying any kind of a ),oad, including livestock,
which exceeds the legal maxj'mum gross Ioad by five per cent
or Iess may proceed on its itinerary and unload the cargo
carried thereon to the maximum legal gross weight at the
first unloadi.ng facility on the itinerary where the cargo
can be properly protected.

All material so unloaded shall be cared for by
the owner or operator of such vehicle at the risk of such
owner or operator. Nothing herein contained in thi.s
section shall be construed to permit to be operatedT on the
I.tationaf System of Interstate and Defense HighwaysT any
vehj,cle or combination of vehlcles which exceeds any of the
weight Iimitations applicable to such systemT as contained
in section 39-6,179 or 39-6,180. z v*th the to+cranee
pcrnitteC in eeeticn 39-6;182=

If the maximum legal gross weight or axle weight
of any vehicle is exceeded by fi.ve per cent or Iess and the
arresting officer fras reason to believe that such
excessive weight is caused by snow, j"ce, or rain, he or she
may issue a warning citation to the operator.

sec. 7. .That section 39-6,186, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

39-6,186. Any officerT having reason to believe
that the weight of a vehicle and load is unlawfulT is
authorized to requj.re the driver to stop and submit to a
weighing of the same. When an officerT uPon welghing a
vehicle and loadT as herein providedT determj'nes that the
vreight on any axle exceeds the lawful weight or when the
weight on any group of two consecutive axles exceeds their
lawful welghtz and in aII cases when the weight is unlawful
on any axle or group of consecutive axles on any road
restricted in accordance wj.th sectj'on 39-6,18O, he or she
may requi-re the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable
place and remain standing until such portion of the load 1s
removed as may be necessary to reduce the gross weight of
such vehicLe to such Iimit
39-5,180. AI1 material so un

as permitted under section
Ioaded shall be cared for by
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the owner or driver of such vehicle at the ri.sk of suchowner or driver. Lawful weight as used 1n this sectionshall mean the maximum weight permitted by sectlon39-6,180. 7 nith the to+eranecT vhere applieableT aepernitted *n subdiviEiene (l) anC (A, ef seet*ttl 39-E;192:Sec. 8, That orj.g1nal sections 39-6,1-93 and39-6,186, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, andsections 39-6,180, 39-6,18O.O1, 39-6,1A2, 39-6,184, and39-6, 185, Revised Statutes SuppJ.ement, L992, are repealed.
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